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and has a population density of 5 persons/km2,
compared to 24 per cent forested and 422 persons/
km2 in the rest of southern Ontario. In addition,
almost all of the region’s Crown land is on the
Shield. Fifty-five percent of the Shield country is
Crown land, compared to less than one per cent
south of the Shield. Figure 14 shows the
distribution of forested land in the region, and the
area covered by this report.

The dominating feature of the Shield country is the
Algonquin Dome, which is a central highland rising
to an elevation of 580 metres in Algonquin Park.
The Algonquin Dome is a country of big, rolling
hardwood hills and deep, coldwater lakes. The soils
are mostly ice-laid sandy tills of modest fertility, but
with enough depth and drainage to grow maple and
other tolerant hardwoods of sawlog and veneer
quality. The Dome is forested mostly with maple,
beech, hemlock, and yellow birch. It is the main
source of supply for the hardwood mills in the
communities surrounding Algonquin Park. Figure 15
depicts the region’s main forest cover types, in which

the tolerant hardwoods of the Algonquin Dome
appear an almost solid sepia tone. 

The second prominent feature is the Ottawa Valley,
which was formed when what is now the Great Lakes
flowed out the Foss Outlet near present-day
Powassan, and down the northeast flank of the
Algonquin Dome toward Pembroke, Renfrew and
Ottawa. As a result, much of the upper Ottawa Valley
has water-laid soils that are deeper, sandier and drier
than those of the Algonquin Dome. The Ottawa
Valley is forested mainly with white pine and poplar.
It is the main source of supply for the sawmills and
composite board plants located in the area. Poplar
and pine have better growth and yield than tolerant
hardwoods, so much of the region’s forest industry is
located in and around the Ottawa Valley. 

Along its southwestern and southern flanks, the
Algonquin Dome slopes away gradually toward the
cottage country of Georgian Bay and the southern
Shield. In both cases the terrain remains rugged and
broken, but of decreasing relief and with shallower,

Figure 14: Area Covered by the Southern Region Wood Supply Strategies


