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volumes of timber were identified throughout the
Northeast, and business opportunities have been
developed to use the wood. This has resulted in the
expansion of sawmills, strandboard mills and panel
mills throughout the region. While these new
enterprises were being developed, Ontario’s Living
Legacy was being implemented beginning in 1999,
and Ontario’s system of parks and protected areas
was being expanded. MNR’s development of
economic opportunity and expansion of Ontario’s
system of parks and protected areas have resulted in
a full allocation of the allowable harvest of the
major species, with the exception of low-quality
birch, tolerant hardwoods and other conifers. Work
continues on the full utilization of these species.

Chips at Pulpmills and Integration with
Sawmills

Pulpmills in Northeast Region have been increasing
their capacity to accept chips instead of roundwood at

the mill gate. Some pulpmills have moved toward
accepting only chips. This has encouraged a high
reliance on sawmills as a provider of raw materials.
Before this development, sawmills had some
difficulty procuring the best logs for sawmilling as
well as selling all of the chips made during the
production of lumber. This integration between
sawmills and pulpmills has strengthened the sawmill
industry by reducing uncertainty around the sale of
sawmill chips. However eliminating wood rooms
from pulpmills has created an unprecedented reliance
by the pulp and paper industry on the sawmills. The
relationship between sawmills and the chip-
consuming pulpmills requires a careful balance and a
recognition of the role that external market forces
may play. The integration between pulpmills and
sawmills also helps to resolve individual management
unit and product shortages. The intention of the
strategies is to help ensure that there is a sufficient
supply of wood overall, regardless of destination.

Figure 13: Comparison of Historical Forecast/Actual Harvest Levels with Current Demand and Future
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Historical (Forecast) Crown Supply : Tol
Historical (Actual) Wood Utilization : Tol

Predicted Wood Supply : Tol
Aggregated MROL : Tol
Sharing Threshold : Tol

1999 OFAAB Benchmark : Tol

Predicted Wood Supply Aggregated Regional MROL
547,000 m3/yr

Benchmark
241,000 m3/yr

Sharing Threshold
265,000 m3/yr
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Harvest Wood Supply in Northeast Region - Tolerant Hardwoods 


