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industry. This industrial use is forecasted and mill
capacity is not yet in place, causing a short-term
surplus of this product. Traditionally, birch areas have
been harvested both for the conifer content within
the stands and the small percentage of veneer quality
logs – often less than one per cent – but not the lower
grade of logs. The majority of the birch has not been
used in the past. However, the trend toward complete
utilization of the birch resource will produce
opportunities for better quality birch regeneration.
This change will also increase the amount of SPF and
poplar produced as incidental volume.

The Ontario Forest Accord Advisory Board benchmark
for white birch is set at 229,000 m3/year in the
Northeast Region. Since the long-term harvest
supply for this species exceeds the “Room to Grow”
threshold by a factor of more than four times, there
may be implications for sharing wood supply as
described in the “Room to Grow” policy framework.
This may have implications for the projected

industrial supply of this species. A similar situation
exists for poplar and white and red pine in the
Northeast Region. Discussions on sharing for these
species may proceed once the Forest Accord
implementation package and details have been
finalized and approved.

White Pine/Red Pine

The occurrence of white and red pine across the
region is limited. However, it is a significant high-
value product for a number of sawmills in the
Highway 17 corridor between North Bay and Sault
Ste. Marie. The current demand for sawlog quality
pine exceeds supply, even though Figure 12 indicates
supply and demand are approximately equal. The
advanced age and marginal state of the pine resource
has created a high ratio of cull and pulp grade wood
compared to sawlogs. With a limited pulp market,
there is a surplus of low-grade pine.

Figure 12: Comparison of Historical Forecast/Actual Harvest Levels with Current Demand and Future
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Predicted Wood Supply

Aggregated Regional MROL
276,000 m3/yr

Benchmark
355,000 m3/yr

Sharing Threshold
390,000 m3/yr
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Harvest Wood Supply in Northeast Region - White Pine/ Red Pine


