
commitments within a few years. In the
meantime, Crown commitments are not being
fully utilized.

Poplar shares many of the same supply problems as
SPF, in particular, the age class imbalance. While
poplar grows and regenerates quickly after harvest,
it also declines quickly, resulting in supply predictions
that are less certain.

In the Northeast Region, poplar is used for veneer
(i.e. plywood), composite (i.e. OSB), and pulp.
Although this report has not differentiated between
these products, individual forest management plans
set objectives for each of these product types.
Shortages of veneer supply are likely to occur
before any shortages in composite or pulp material.
This is the result of the aging and decline of the
current poplar resource, combined with the
probability of a reduced age of harvest in the future.
As with the conifer based industry, economic and

technological changes are expected to increase the
use and utilization of available fibre.

White Birch

The comparison chart for white birch (Figure 11)
shows a historically under-utilized species. Attention
to its growth and yield, and its management, lag
behind both SPF and poplar. Supply estimates are
consequently less reliable than the other major
commercial species. 

A large amount of the white birch in the Northeast
Region exists in high-graded stands and poor quality
second-growth forest, or low-quality stands growing
on shallow soils. Some of the forecast wood supply
decline noted in Figure 11 is due to objectives within
forest management plans to convert these poor
quality forest areas to conifer and mixed woods.

The majority of the birch demand, shown as the
regional MROL, involves recent commitments to
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Figure 11: Comparison of Historical Forecast/Actual Harvest Levels with Current Demand and Future
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Harvest Wood Supply in Northeast Region - White Birch


