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infestation is continuing to move throughout the
northeast and may cause unprecedented
reductions in poplar wood supply. Analysis
carried out in 2001 indicates a supply reduction
of about 150,000 m3 during the low point in the
supply forecast - about 20 years hence. Surveys
conducted in 2002 and 2003 indicate a further
one-third increase in area of poplar decline each
year and therefore a further reduction in long-
term wood supply. The degree of the long-term
impact on poplar supply is uncertain and needs
to be further investigated. The success of poplar
regeneration in the areas of decline is also needs
to be assessed. Natural regeneration of poplar
cannot be assumed in these areas of poplar
decline since the root systems of the mature trees
are usually depleted of their energy reserves.

• Commitments to Industry: Poplar commitments
to industry were greatly increased during the

1990s. That capacity has not been completely
realized. Although supply does not drop below the
OFAAB Benchmark or Sharing Threshold, it does
drop below the level required to meet current
industry commitments.

• Poplar Supply & Commitments: When examined
on a regional basis, both the projected supply of
poplar and the poplar commitments to industry
exceed the OFAAB Benchmark and Threshold
level for sharing under the “Room To Grow”
policy framework. (See the discussion of birch
below.)

• Private Land Wood Supply: From the 1990s to
the present, the industry using poplar in the
Northeast has consistently substituted wood
harvested from private land for Crown sources.
This unregulated harvest on private land may
not be sustainable, and the industry will likely
require the full use of its Crown poplar

Figure 10: Comparison of Historical Forecast/Actual Harvest Levels with Current Demand and Future
Harvest Wood Supply in Northeast Region – Poplar
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