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Figure 2. Distribution of Beluga along the Ontario coastline of Hudson Bay and James 
Bay (from Wilson 1994) (permission courtesy of Ontario Nature). 
 
Ontario Beluga records have not yet been entered into the provincial NHIC database 
because of other species at risk priorities (D. Sutherland, pers. comm. 2012), and 
because offshore records are in Nunavut.  NatureServe recognizes several types of 
Element Occurrences (EOs) for Beluga, including moulting areas, nonbreeding areas, 
foraging, concentration areas and breeding areas (D. Sutherland, pers. comm. 2012).  It 
is anticipated that the main EOs that will eventually be entered in the NHIC database for 
Ontario will be the estuaries of the Severn, Winisk, Attawapiskat, Albany and Moose 
rivers, where the species is seen regularly (D. Sutherland, pers. comm. 2012).   
 
Beluga are found in the river mouths, estuaries and lower rivers of the several large 
rivers flowing into Hudson Bay and James Bay, arriving in early July (Stewart and 
Lockhart 2005).  In Hudson Bay the largest concentrations are found near the major 
river mouths (Johnston 1961).  Obbard and Sutherland (2005) reported “during the ice-
free period between mid-July and early September, Beluga occurs regularly in Ontario 
in the coastal/nearshore waters of Hudson Bay and James Bay.  Pods containing 
males, females and calves congregate regularly in summer in the estuaries of the larger 




