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Figure 1. Extent of occurrence and summer core area for the Western Hudson Bay 
population of Beluga (from COSEWIC 2004, as amended). 5 
 
Details on the number and distribution of the Western Hudson Bay population is 
described by COSEWIC (2004) primarily for the Manitoba coastline.  Beluga are found 
continuously along the entire Ontario coastline of Hudson Bay and James Bay during 
the summer months (Wilson 1994)(Figure 2).  Summer core habitat (area of occupancy) 
for the Western Hudson Bay population has been identified as the Hudson Bay coastal 
waters from the Winisk River westward, including the entire Manitoba coastline, to the 
southeastern tip of Nunavut (Figure 1, COSEWIC 2004).  Most observations of Beluga 
are in near-shore areas.  During July 1987 reconnaissance surveys of the Hudson Bay 
coast from the Kaskattama River (just west of the ON-MB border) to Cape Henrietta 
Maria and back, 1,299 Beluga were seen along a three km in-shore transect while only 
20 were seen along a transect 28 km offshore (Richard et al. 1990).  

5 Recent observational and telemetry records indicate that the centre of Hudson Bay can also be considered to be within the area of 
extent of current Beluga distribution.  
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