
applicant will be required to confirm the absence  
of suitable spawning habitat by completing a 
Spawning Habitat Assessment.

2. Spawning Habitat Assessment

If the Spawning Habitat Assessment (Appendix C) 
does not indicate the presence of suitable spawning 
habitat for species on the Species Review List, the  
site will be deemed eligible for further consideration 
and the applicant will have fulfilled the Fish Habitat 
Assessment requirements for the application. 

If there is suitable spawning habitat(s) for species on 
the Species Review List in the Assessment Area, the 
proposed site will be deemed ineligible due to the 
high likelihood of the proposed aquaculture operation 
having a negative impact on spawning habitat. The 
applicant will be provided with an opportunity to 
modify the application, which may involve moving  
the operation to an area with no spawning habitat. If  
the applicant chooses not to modify the application, 

the proposed site will be determined to be ‘ineligible’ 
and the application will be recommended for refusal. 
Alternatively, the Applicant may choose to proceed 
with a Fish Spawning Assessment.

3. Fish Spawning Assessment

A Fish Spawning Survey is an assessment program 
specifically designed to determine the potential use  
of suitable spawning habitat for the species on the 
Species Review List. The detection of one or more 
species on the Species Review List in a reproductive 
condition will result in deeming the habitat to have  
a high likelihood to support spawning fish and the 
proposed site location will be deemed ineligible. The 
applicant will be provided an opportunity to modify 
their application by proposing a new location to 
mitigate any potential impacts to spawning habitat.  
If the applicant chooses not to modify their applica-
tion, the proposed site of the operation will be 
deemed ‘ineligible’ and the application will be  
recommended for refusal.

Figure 3 Summary of the review process to determine the potential impacts of Type A and Type B applications 
on fish and fish habitat.
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