
1: Spring-Haul Trap Net 
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4.1 How Fish Are Captured 

Fish moving in the littoral zone often travel parallel to shore and lake bottom contours where 

 

 

they encounter the trap net leader that is set perpendicular to shore. Very small fish may pass 
through the mesh leader, while larger fish swim around or away from the obstacle. Other fish 
may actually be attracted to the net as it offers a source of cover, and some fish may be attracted 
to fish already trapped in the net. Eventually, some of these larger fish will encounter the heart 
or wing of the trap net. To follow the heart, wing or leader away from the net requires that the 
fish swims back towards shore. Alternatively there is a gap between the leader and heart. Fish 
that pass through the gap enter into the heart and house of the net where they may continue to 
move about. Due to 
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