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Waterbodies ≤200 hectares in size 
The total number of 100m x 100m grids, including whole grids and portion of 
grids, which overlay the entire lakes surface should be assigned its own unique 
number (see Figure 2). 

 
Figure 2.  Example illustrating the partitioning and labelling of a small lake 

(≤200ha) into discrete sampling units. 
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 Three.  Involves the selection of the sample sites.  Using a random number table 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Step
begin selecting from the numbered grids (Note: Random numbers can also be selected 
from a telephone book. Pick a page and use the last four digits in the telephone 
number).  Once a grid is selected it cannot be selected again for the same depth 
stratum (i.e., sampling without replacement).  Further selections are made from the 
remaining potential candidate numbered grids. 

 
Depth Stratification 
 
Step Four.  Determines in which depth stratum/zone the net is to be set.  The depth 
zones are determined in relation to the volume of each stratum so that each depth 
stratum equalised (approximately) the same volume of water.  An approximation of the 
depth strata based upon lake morphometric data (Andersson et al. 1987 referenced in 
Appelberg 2000) should be used as a standardised scheme for depth stratification 
(Table 3). 

 




