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bears wandered throughout the Arctic and were carried
around on moving sea ice. However, radio-telemetry
(a technique where collars with a transmitting device are
placed around a bear’s neck to allow researchers to
locate and track the bear’s movements), and genetic
techniques have shown polar bears often use the same
areas each year.

Figure 3.  Movements of four female polar bears, as monitored
by radio-telemetry from September 2007 until June 2008.
Note the long distances travelled. 2

Polar bears move greater distances and use larger areas
(Figure 3) than other land mammals. Each year, they
travel thousands of kilometres and use areas up to
300,000 square kilometres in size (an area about half the
size of Saskatchewan or 42 times larger than the Greater
Toronto Area).
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